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Beauty
From Ashes

By lan Watt, TEN Country Champion
for Bosnia and Herzegovina

| can see some
beautiful autumn leaves
in the sunlight this morning from
where | sit. Isn’t it strange how
God brings extraordinary beauty,
out of decay? What flourished
with summer green is brighter
autumn red, yellow and orange.
| have just watched the BBC
documentary The Death of Yugoslavia
on iPlayer. It is gripping viewing
and reminds me so much of the
challenges of recent history in
the Balkans. What about life?
My recent visit and interactions
in recent years with believers in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, tell me |
serve a God who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead. Despite challenges,
Jesus is alive amongst the partners
| and Ken Millwood (TEN Partners
Manager) visited in September. When
we are discouraged about history,
even our own broken personal
histories, God is always bringing His
resurrection. Jesus said, ‘l am the

resurrection and the life’ to Martha
(John 11:25 NKJV), who grieved
the death of her brother Lazarus.
TEN sees partners loaded with
opportunities for life, whether
working among students in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, people with
addictions in Croatia, or refugees
in Moldova. In this issue of Connect
Magazine are beautiful stories of
God working through reconciliation,
restoration, and encouragement
where there is isolation. Read
testimonies from people who visited
partners as part of church teams
and became part of the story!
Hosea, the biblical prophet, wrote
at a time when you would expect God
to have given up on His plan with
His people. As | read Hosea 11:3-4
(NIV), | see how intimate His words
are: ‘| taught Ephraim to walk’. As
Jesus did with Martha, His tender
grace steps into broken lives and
nations that are still processing grief
and learning to walk a new story.
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Welcome

The earth is full of the
steadfast love of the Lord.

This line from Psalm 33 has
kept coming back to me over the last
few months. It has been a source of strength
and encouragement. Strength, as it reminds
me that God’s love is sure, certain, constant
and eternal. An encouragement, because
it reminds me that in a world where it often
feels like there is a deficit of love, the deeper
truth is that God’s love is at work throughout
the earth at all times, whether it feels like
it or not, bringing beauty from ashes.

We have just celebrated Christmas, a great
reminder of this truth. The steadfast love of
the Lord is most perfectly seen in the life of
a baby. Jesus was born in vulnerability, grew
up in the backwater of Nazareth, lived, died
and rose again for all people. Though rejected
by many, this Jesus is still transforming lives
today. That’s the power of love. A deeper
steadfast love working like yeast in dough.
Quietly yet powerfully and eternally.

When people like you pray and give
to TEN, your support makes a quiet and
powerful difference too. Thank you so
much for that support during 2025.

As TEN partners look ahead this year, and
as you do too, | imagine you see hope and
opportunities as well as uncertainty and
challenges. This edition of Connect reports
on reconciliation, restoration and God's work
to bring resurrection power into the lives of
people in the Balkans and Eastern Europe.

As you read, please can | ask you
to pray that God will continue to
bring beauty from ashes in 2026.

Happy New Year,

s VP

James Vaughton, CEO, TEN
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Blessings in Kosovo

By Bless Community Church, UK

A team of eight from Bless Community Church, Ealing, went

to serve alongside Fellowship of the Lord's People in Pristina,
Kosovo. We helped with children’s clubs, the youth group,
evangelism, devotions, and preparing for the annual thanksgiving
service while learning hugely from our amazing hosts.

Cameron Anterkyi left Islam for Jesus, consequently
abandoning family and friends. Yet

Every day they continued to meet they knew He is worth it all. And that

together in the temple courts. They is the challenge for us—if Jesus really

broke bread in their homes and ate is worth it all, how should we live?

together with glad and sincere hearts,

Acts 2:46. Josh Plumb

As soon as we arrived, we were
welcomed as part of the family.
The journey to Pristina took us from
West London via Vienna, but there
was a sense of warm familiarity
when we reached Fellowship of
the Lord’s People church.

The believers shared everything
with us, including an exorbitant
amount of food, for which we were
very grateful! But they also shared
their testimonies. Many of them

| wasn't sure what to expect from

my time in Pristina. The little | knew

about Kosovo was that it's consistently

on the brink of political tensions,

with life as a Christian being both

an anomaly and a struggle amidst

a majority Muslim population. My

preconceptions turned out to be true.
However, what defied all expectations

was the level of determination,

resilience and fight shown by every

single believer. A determination to

never stop blessing their community

with boundless generosity. A resilience

in pursuing their ministry, no matter

how long it takes to see the fruit from

it, and a fight to uphold the name

of Jesus no matter what the cost or

personal gain. So, as | returned to

the UK, | found myself convicted.

Convicted to show this same level

of determination, resilience and
fight as the Church in Kosovo.

Bless Community Church team with Artur,
Brikena and Arteida of Fellowship of the
Lord's People (Cameron is back-left and
Josh is second-left); Josh and Jack






Upton Vale Goes to Brinza

By Upton Vale Baptist Church Team, UK

In November, Upton Vale Baptist Church sent a team of seven to visit
Brinza Baptist Church, their partner church in Moldova.

This marked our first return since Brinza’s location—near war-torn
2019, and we were eager to renew Ukraine and across the river from
fellowship with our brothers and Romania—underscored its strategic

sisters. One team member felt a special significance. Trucks rumbled through
calling—years ago, she had a vision of day and night, highlighting its role as

a bridge spanning Europe and sensed a border village. Yet, the true impact
this trip was part of that journey. came through shared meals and

Our pastor, Simon, was keen heartfelt conversations. The love of
to experience mission work in a God transcends borders, languages,
non-English speaking culture. As and cultures, uniting us as His children.
in previous visits, the hospitality The team member who once believed
was exceptional. We stayed with the bridge ended in Romania now
three families and gathered each sees it extending to Moldova. May we
morning for breakfast and devotions continue to cross that bridge in the
at Pastor Vasile Grigorita’s home. years ahead, building connections and
The warmth and unity in Christ, sharing God’s love

despite language and cultural across Europe.

differences, were deeply moving.
During our four days, we

preached at church services,

attended evangelistic

gatherings, and joined

a women'’s fellowship.

The village mayor

proudly showed us

recent developments:

a market, pharmacy,

and clean water

facilities. One evening,

we visited the school’s

planetarium and viewed

the moon from its rooftop

platform, a humbling reminder

of our place in the universe.

Livio Grigorita and two ladies from Brinza,

Vasile Grigorita (right) worships with his son
Gabriel and daughter-in-law, Mary; The women's

fellowship group at Brinza Baptist Church



By Serghei Mihailov, Beginning of Life, Moldova

Soon after the war in Ukraine began,

Beginning of Life launched its restorative art
therapy programme for refugees. What started
as emergency emotional support soon grew into
a long-term ministry of healing and transformation.

Each year, around 300 refugees
participate in art therapy sessions,
psychological counselling, and group
meetings that help them rebuild inner
strength and rediscover hope.

Through the first year, Ukrainian
people were focused on gaining peace
and emotional recovery amid the
chaos. The second year was devoted
to building character, changing the
relationships between people and
God and learning how to build a
new life in the new circumstances.

In the third year, people explored
and learned from the biblical heroes
and grew inner moral courage

and hope for meaningful living.

This year, we have united Moldovans
with Ukrainian refugees into our
church community. Together we
read, reflect, and grow in faith and
discipleship in Jesus. Every week
small groups meet and once a month,
the refugee groups attend church.
Some attend church every Sunday.

One of them is Oksana, a woman who
arrived in Moldova shortly after the
war started, leaving her elderly father
behind. In Ukraine, she was financially
secure, but the war stripped everything
away. Oksana’s father died. Living in

Oksana and Yulia,; An art therapy session at the Urban Center;
People from Ukraine hold a banner for Bol's Urban Center

7

the refugee shelter,
she learned to
find joy, not in
possessions but
in creativity and
relationships with
new people, and
in following Jesus.
Through art therapy,
Oksana rediscovered her way
to God and His strength to overcome
pain, anger and hopelessness. She
began crafting items for charity fairs
and said, “I want to help others now as
| was helped by the people of God.”
Even after loss, love continues to
live in people’s hearts—love and
hope that is stronger than fear,
and greater than all uncertainty.
And now these three remain: faith,
hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13.




Are You
Trustee
Material?

By Margaret Lilley, TEN Trustee

Nine years ago, someone
contacted me and asked if |
would consider being a trustee
for TEN and there my journey
started. It has been a steep
learning curve but one that

| have enjoyed, and God has
equipped me for the role.

As trustees we have
opportunities to shape, and give
vision and direction. We work
closely with James Vaughton,
the staff, volunteers and our
partners. We are a small board
and meet four times per year.

We are currently looking for
more trustees. Could you help
us? Could you be like my friend,
and ask someone who you
think would be a good trustee,
or consider exploring the role
yourself? Do you know any
young adults (18 years or over)
who may be interested? We
would be very happy to provide
mentoring and training for
them. If you would like further
information, please contact the
TEN office in the first instance.

Lifted Through
Prayer

By Lucy Reid, TEN Mission Engagement Officer

We are incredibly grateful for our
amazing volunteers and supporters.
Whether you are helping us manage
databases, organising fantastic
fundraisers, or faithfully praying for

our partners, you are making a real
difference. Thank you for all that you do!

Recently, as a team, we reflected on how
valuable it is to have people lifting our partners
in prayer. It calls to mind the promise in James
5:16: “The prayer of a righteous person is
powerful and effective.” Your prayers are both
powerful and effective! They are one of the
most important ways you can support us.
There are a couple of ways to stay informed
about prayer needs and praise points. You
can use our Prayer Diary, featured in each
edition of Connect Magazine. Perhaps you'd
like to sign up for our fortnightly prayer
newsletter, bringing you timely updates
and prayer needs. For more information,
contact me at lucy.reid@ten-uk.org.
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Anita Dimitrievska,
North Macedonia

We are running Christmas

programmes for children,
including sharing Christmas gifts, and
hosting evangelistic activities. Please pray
that the children and their parents are
willing to participate, so that we can finally
begin our children and youth meetings.

Please also pray for the young

people in Ohrid, that God will open
doors for us to reach them, especially
the students that study here.

Pray for our art group. Before the new

year, we hosted a Thanksgiving meal, and
| spoke about gratitude. Please pray that God
blesses what was shared, and that people open
their hearts to Him and receive salvation.

Please pray that God raises up more
workers with enthusiastic hearts who
want to serve and contribute to His kingdom.

Tedi & Didi Oprenovi,
Bulgaria

Please pray for

people’s hearts to
be touched and moved by all we have
shared about God, and for our Christmas
outreaches to have a lasting effect.

Please pray for us as we serve the
Lord, that He will grant us strength
and health in the cold winter months.

Bulgaria has just switched to the Euro,

and many people are stressed out by
the changes. Pray for political stability and
peace. Pray especially for politicians to
govern the country so that ordinary people
are cared for and God is honoured.

Pray for our young people to know
God in a much deeper way, to
seek and to be faithful to Him.

Pray for more volunteers for all our
ministries, as we seek to serve the
Lord. We currently lack people power.

Tomislav & Lidija Dobutovié,

—
Bosnia and Herzegovina

1 Remember our family in
your prayers. Our son,
Natan is currently studying his third year at
the university in Split, Croatia. Tomislav’s
mother is terminally ill and has been bed-
ridden for over a year. Pray for strength and
support for our family through this period.

1 We have just started our monthly
seminar at the Bible Institute. Pray
that believers will join the seminars and that

education for lay ministries can continue.

1 Pray for our refugee work at the
camps and Hope Centre in Hazdi¢i.



1 We are currently running our English
courses. Ask God to bless this work.

14 Pray for our volunteers and
those who serve with us as

missionaries. We need more collaboration
and support for one another.

1 5 Please pray for our church and the
believers in Bosnia and Herzegovina
to be salt and light to the people around
us. Ask God to give us courage to share
the gospel and for each of us to be actively
involved in the life of our churches.

Dragan and Biljana Manevi,
North Macedonia

1 Pray for our Roma
puppet team who
have been sharing the Good News of Jesus
this Christmas. In North Macedonia, we
celebrate Christmas on 7th January.

1 7 Please pray for our Night to Shine
event which we are hosting again

this year to bless people with disabilities.
We will hold the event in Resen. Ask
God to provide all that we need.

1 We have been distributing food parcels,

wood for winter and blankets. Pray for
all our outreaches to bless the people we serve
and point them to Christ who loves them.

Boris & Ursa Cur¢ic¢,
Montenegro

1 We are still praying for the

radio frequency we want
to secure so we can broadcast about God. We
have been checking the website daily to find out
if we have got it. Please pray that we hear soon
and that God has granted us this resource.

2 Pray with us for more people to be
willing to be part of our church and

to minister with us in leadership, so that we

can grow and become a healthy church.

2 We pray daily to see more Montenegrins
come into all our churches, stay and

receive salvation. We see lots of foreigners,

like us, and it is great that people want to

come and help in the work but we long to

see Montenegrins coming to faith in Christ.

Many are opposed to Protestantism.

22 For many years, we have tried

to resolve a problem with our
water system and the water meter, which
was billing us for the church’s water
consumption and our neighbours. Finally,
we been granted permission to rebuild the
water system in our street. We still need
permission from the city of Podgorica and
then works can begin. Pray with us for this.

2 Please pray for Christ Gospel Church’s
and our own personal finances.

Evangelism in Action, Spain

2 Pray with us as we follow
up with people we have
made contact with during our
Christmas events. It has been a busy time, and
we hope we have served the churches and
groups well with clear testimonies about Christ.

25 Pray for God to provide for
the significant investment we
need for renovations and improvement
to Pinos Reales Camp Centre.

2 As we look forward and make
preparations for the children’s
and teenagers’ camps during Easter,
please pray for our Pinos Reales staff
team. We need to increase our staffing
numbers at the camp and retreat centre.
us, to give us health @
and strength. We need to

travel to visit each team—fifteen in total.

Rock of Ages, Romania

2 Ask God to sustain

2 Pray for the hearts of prisoners
who hear the Word to be touched
and for them to give their lives to Christ.



2 Pray for our coordinators
and volunteers to be able
to continue in this ministry.

30 Ask God to provide all the
financial support needed
for Rock of Ages’ entire work.

3 Pray that God provides for our
son and daughter-in-law, Timi and

Sabina. They have raised some personal

support but still need to raise more funds.

Also, we are expecting the arrival of

their baby, Levi Teodor, next month!

Anatoli & Desi Yankovi,
Bulgaria

1 [, Anatoli, have been
unemployed for a year
and this affects our family budget. We pray
that God will open a suitable door for work,
according to His grace and calling, and supply
all our needs according to His riches in glory.

Ask God to end corrupt governance.
Pray with us that God will establish
justice, honesty, and wisdom in our political

institutions. Pray that His people will be
characterised by integrity of fear of the Lord.

We have entered the Eurozone, so

our currency has changed to the
Euro. Many people fear about coping
financially. Pray with us for God'’s peace
and provision upon our people, especially
believers; that we may be a light and show
our trust is in God, not world systems.

Pray for restoration and blessing in

Svistov. Unemployment is increasing.
Pray with us for God'’s intervention; for new
opportunities, new jobs, blessing and the
development of the city and its residents.

We pray for the strengthening of the Body
of Christ and for more ministers who will
work for the Lord with joy and dedication.
May we grow in unity, love, and spiritual
maturity. We pray for believers to stand
firm in the faith, despite local and national
challenges, and to be a light and a witness.

Daniel and Irinka Stracinski,
Montenegro

This month, we are holding
marriage events in our
church. Ask God to bless these events.

We want to have evangelistic outreach

at the local promenade. Pray that God
would enable us to receive the permission
we need from the government.

Ask God to provide all that
we need for our church’s
ministries and for our families.

Please pray for our worship at church.
We need a committed and gifted
musician to lead us in our worship.

1 0 Pray for health and protection
for our children and all those

who serve God in Montenegro.

1 Pray for our seminar for new
people in our church on how to
share the gospel with young people.

lvan Petrov,
North Macedonia

1 2 Pray with us for new
followers of Jesus.
We ask that those who have recently heard

the message of salvation will come to know
Christ personally and grow in faith.

13 Pray with us for the churches in
Stip and Sveti Nikole, that they
will grow in unity, faith, and the desire
to share Christ in their communities.



14 Please pray that God will
bless me with good health, His
protection and His provision for my
financial support and ministry needs.

Dusan & Mirjana Beredi,
Serbia

1 Ask God to preserve

and protect our
homeless friends from the freezing
cold and sickness. Pray for God to give
us wisdom as how to help them.

1 From today until Sunday, we are hosting
one hundred Christians from Norway
who will serve through evangelism and practical
work. Pray that together, we will have wisdom
and influence among the people of Novi Sad.

1 Pray for the salvation and spiritual
growth of the residents at Rainbow
Rehabilitation Centre. There are currently
twenty-six people in our programme,
struggling with heroin and alcohol addiction.
We need every bit of wisdom to help them.

1 Pray for the finances of our

rehabilitation centre. We are
developing several small businesses with the
goal of achieving self-sustainability. Please
pray for wisdom, guidance, opportunities
and for us to achieve our goal.

Ami Oprenova-Stavrou,
Bulgaria

1 Our Baby Group is a

much-needed ministry,
but we are struggling with a lack of volunteers.
We have over eight new babies and quite a
few pregnant mothers. Pray for more helpers
to set up and watch over the babies while
their mothers have a cup of tea or coffee.

2 Throughout autumn, many viruses have
entered our house, and it has been
particularly hard for our sons, Dimi and Theo,
who have both started at a new kindergarten.

We need prayer for health over our family.

Nenad and Vesna Radeka,
Serbia

21 Pray for our

WinterHelp and

other compassionate outreaches. As we
serve vulnerable families through the
cold winter months, pray for sufficient

resources, smooth logistics and meaningful
gospel conversations at every doorstep.

2 We meet many unchurched parents

and children each week at NexusPlay
centre and Nexus Café. We are thankful for
many new relationships and conversations
about faith. Pray for open hearts, our next steps
into our community, and salvation stories.

2 We rejoice over our recent baptisms
and the steady trickle of people
returning to Scripture, prayer and fellowship.

2 Ask the Lord to raise and strengthen
ministry leaders for worship,

children and youth work, our café and

our mercy teams. Pray that God will give

them humility, wisdom and stamina.

25 We praise God for long-term
friends who pray, give and visit.
Your encouragement helps us persevere and
dream bigger. Praise God for our servant-

hearted team who carry the vision with
joy, even when the work stretches us.

Student Evangelical
Association of Macedonia,
North Macedonia

26 Please pray for our

National Winter Conference for
students. Ask God to encourage each person
and help them to grow in their faith and service.

27 Pray for the Forum for Christian
Thought, which we will take
part in. Protestant and Orthodox

priests will meet to discuss spiritual
disciplines in both denominations.

CE/M

2 Pray for David Velkovski,
our full-time worker, and
his close group of helpers.



Srdjan & Ruth Vorotovic,
Montenegro

We are so grateful that
we currently can stay
in our apartment until the start of June.
We were expecting to have to move out
last December, but the Lord performed a
miracle, and our landlady has extended our
tenancy. Pray for God’s provision for when
we need to move into a new home. Pray also
for His provision for a church building.

Ask God to grant us wisdom and
discernment as we seek His will.

Pray for us as we try to establish good
relationships with the Roma community in
Herceg Novi. We recently had the opportunity
to share the gospel with the adults and
had a Bible lesson with the children.

Vance & Tanja Golomeovi,
Serbia

Pray for the city of

Pozarevac and the
surrounding towns where we have churches
and church planting teams—~Petrovac na
Mlavi, Zagubica, Kucevo and Kostolac.

Ask God to produce fruit from our

work with children and young people.
We long to see parents bring their children
to church regularly. Pray that God will
raise up a youth leader in our church.

Pray for our brothers and sisters

to witness more in the power and
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Pray especially
for God to raise up apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers, so our
church will be prepared to serve the Lord.

Please pray for the friends we bring to

church to surrender their hearts to the
Lord. Pray that the Holy Spirit will work in
their hearts so that they remain in the faith.

Ask God to enable us to cover
our finances as a family.

Youth For Christ Kosova,
Kosovo

e

T . FOR CHRIST
KOSOVA
Ask God to bless and

guide our Youth for

Christ Kosova team. Pray for me, Alban,
and my wife, Albana, as we lead the team.

1 Pray for the young people who
participated in our youth camp last year.

1 As we restart Superwoman and our
youth clubs, ask God to strengthen and
encourage us and the young people we serve.

1 2 Ask God to provide for all our
financial needs to continue
this ministry, and for it to grow.

Student Evangelical
Association of Macedonia,
North Macedonia

CE/M

1 Pray for our Mission
Day at the University of Skopje.

Slavko Hadzi¢,
Bosnia and Herzegovina

14 Between 16th-
20th March, | will
speak at several evangelistic events.
Please pray for fruit; that people’s ears
will be open to hear the gospel, that their

hearts will open to receive it and for their
minds to respond to the call of Christ.

1 A team from The Harvest is Plentiful
conference, which we organised

in Sarajevo last October, will go to North

Macedonia for training in evangelism and

evangelistic events with the local Church

at the end of this month. Pray for the

believers to learn well and that they will be

able to apply what they learn so that there

will be salvation at evangelistic events.

Robert & Krasi Salamanovi,
North Macedonia

1 Ask God to help us as we
share the gospel in the
Turkish villages.



1 Pray for the miners who work at the
local mine. We have been building
relationships with them and sharing the gospel.

1 We have visited the prison in Stip

where we have distributed Bibles
and shared the gospel with the prisoners.
Pray that God would work in the hearts
of the inmates so that they accept Christ
and experience transformation.

1 Pray for our outreach to young

people in schools. We have been
educating them about prevention or relapse
into drug abuse and other addictions.

2 Pray for us to be able to share the
gospel at our creative workshops and
that people would respond to the Good News.

Albano & Genta Manxhari,
Albania

2 We have merged with

Impact Church, and they
are such a blessing to us. We are so thankful
for this growing network which we have needed
so much. We give thanks to God in this new
season of service. He has been so good to us.

22 Praise God for our family. We
have moved to a new apartment,
and we have experienced God’s grace and
favour to us. We are especially grateful

that Albano is home from military service,
and we have some time with him.

23 Pray for our family, that
Jesus Christ is at the

centre of all that we do.

24 Pray for our ministry with Impact
Church. May God lead us all in an
effective relationship that honours Him.
Pray with us that we can be fruitful and
serve God according to His will and for His
glory, that we will keep building His body
and be a help for our brothers and sisters.

Vladimir & Marljana
Cizmanski, Montenegro

2 Ask God to grant
us government
permission to construct our church building.

2 We are distributing gospel tracts
in the cities and villages. Please

pray for these communities to be open to

the Good News and to come to church.

Erion & Gentiana
Cuni, Albania

2 Pray for Pastors Ardit

and Ilir as they lead the
new church plants in Pérrenjas and Cérrik,
respectively. Ask God to give them wisdom and
perseverance in very strongly Muslim areas.
The churches need empowerment but also
basic support for rent and transport. Ardit and
Ilir also work jobs to provide for their families.

2 Ask God to encourage us as a family.
We need wisdom in leadership,
health, and protection in our daily lives.

2 Pray for our church in Tirana as each
week we face the reality of people
moving to other countries in Europe. We
desperately need people to stay, and we need
to reach new people to continue gospel work.

Emil & Vesna Puzderlievi,
North Macedonia

3 Please pray for -
our outreaches

to have a Kingdom impact. We had our

Christmas outreach in January and last

month, we shared God’s love through
our Valentine’s Day outreach.

31 Pray for each woman we were able

to witness to during our International
Women’s Day outreach earlier this month. Ask
God to show each woman how much He loves
them, and for them to receive His gift of grace.



Get Connected: Church Partnerships

By Lucy Reid, TEN Mission Engagement Officer

At TEN, partnership is at the heart of everything we do. We're privileged to walk
alongside our partners in the Balkans through prayer, friendship, visits, and
financial support. Each one makes a real difference.

We'd love for you to get involved! Whether as a church or individual, there
are many ways to connect—perhaps by sending a team, committing to pray,
or offering financial support. Here are some wonderful partners we’d like to

connect you with:

Artur Tushi,

Berat, Albania

Artur serves as pastor

of two churches: one
in Berat and another in

Kucové. Together with his

wife Noku, he recently launched
Villa Art, a beautiful guest house
within historic Berat Castle. This
property has been in Artur's family
for over three hundred years and
has been transformed into a nine-
bedroom bed and breakfast with
views of the city and Mount Tomorr.
Beyond financial sustainability, Artur
dreams of building a network of
Christian businesspeople in Berat
who can encourage one another
and support local ministry.

Ivan Petrov,
Stip, North Macedonia

Ivan is one of our
youngest leaders, who
pastors Stip Evangelical
Church. He previously
served with YWAM (Youth with a
Mission), completing Discipleship
Training School in Budapest and

later joining their staff. Ivan has a
passion to evangelise young people.
Last summer, he was a host at the
largest international youth festival
to take place in the Balkans.

Robert Salamanov,
Radovis, North Macedonia

Robert's story is one of
transformation. Robert

is a former drug addict

who came to faith and began
serving at his local church in Stip,
faithfully helping with outreach in
nearby Sveti Nikole. Today, Robert
pastors Radovi$ Evangelical Church,
sharing the gospel throughout his
community with a particular focus on
the local miners.
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GIVE TO TRANSFORM EUROPE NETWORK

1. SINGLE DONATION
1 would like to give D (total amount). Please acknowledge my donation: )

| enclose a cheque made payable to TEN O | Please charge my: Visa O Mastercard O CAF Charity Card O

Card number:DDDD DDDD DDDD DDDD
Security code: DDD (Last three digits on back of card) ~ Expiry date: DD/DD

{ Signature: Name on card:

2. REGULAR DONATION

Instruction to your bank or building society to make standing order payments to TEN.
Name and address of your Bank or Building Society:

{ Bank/Building Society:

{ Branch address:

{ Postcode:

account number: |1 | U I 0] sorteodes [ J L0 T

Please pay to: Lloyds, Regent Street, Kingswood, Bristol BS15 2HT to the credit of Eurovangelism,
account number: 38611760, sort code: 30-94-80, the sum of:

Fistpayment date: |0 /L L

and on the same day of each successive S (month/quarter/year) until otherwise advised.

{ Signature: Full name: Date:

3. | WOULD LIKE TO GIVE TO:

O WinterHelp O TEN’s Strategic Fund* O Specific people or projects:**

O | would like any tax reclaimed to go to the above people or projects.
(Leaving this blank will enable us to use your reclaimed tax for our Strategic Fund*.)

4., ﬂiﬂ'”d"’t MAKE YOUR GIFT WORTH 25% MORE!

If you are a UK taxpayer please complete this Gift Aid declaration which will enable us to claim tax back
on your gift, making it worth 25% more.

| am a UK taxpayer and want TEN (registered name Eurovangelism) to reclaim tax on all my donations until further
notice. | understand that if | pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all
my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay the difference.

Please notify us if you: want to cancel this declaration; change your name or home address; no longer pay sufficient tax
on your income and/or capital gains.

{ Title: Full name:

{ Address:

{ Postcode: Date:

O Please tick if you want tax to be reclaimed only on this single donation.

* The strategic fund forms part of our general funds and enables us to meet Please comp[ete and return this form to:

whatever need arises.
** At least 85p in every £1 donated goes towards your chosen fund, with no more Transform Europe Network’ 23 Apex Court,

than 15p ensuring we continue to support that ministry, now and in the future. Woodlands, Bradley Stoke, Bristol BS32 43T




Raising éﬁsﬁy

New Leaders:
Spring Appeal Update

By James Vaughton, TEN Chief Executive Officer

A big thank you to those who have
contributed to our Spring Appeal to raise

Chrls JOlns funds for new leaders in the Balkans and
Eastern Europe.
the Tea m We are looking for pioneers; Christian

By Chris Beddoes, TEN Senior leaders who are making a significant and
Finance & Operations Manager creative difference. Leaders like Ami
Oprenova-Stavrou who TEN continues

to support in her work to equip worship
leaders in Bulgaria, and Drita Sokoli reaching
young women in Kosovo (see page 5).

This year, a key objective of visits to
partners will be to meet potential new
partners. Please pray as we consider
where God is leading us. We hope to have
more news in the next few months.

We still have some way to go to reach
our goal, with a need for just over a further
£30,000 to hit our target to support six
new leaders in the next few years. Our aim
will be to support as many new leaders
as we can with the funds raised.

If you want to know more, please feel free to

email me at james.vaughton@
ten-uk.org, or call the TEN
office on 0117 961 5161.

I live in South Gloucestershire and
am married to Rachel. We have
two grown up children who live in
Bristol and Cardiff. | became aware
of TEN over a decade ago through
Terry Wood presenting at my
church, Thornbury Baptist Church.

| joined TEN as God has given
me a passion for helping the
oppressed and persecuted and
| wanted to continue working in
the Christian charity sector for
a charity that has international
partners. | hope to use my
charity experience to further
strengthen TEN'’s desire to be
excellent stewards of the finance
we receive from so many faithful
supporters. I'm really looking
forward to working with and
meeting our amazing partners,
volunteers and supporters.

| am a big sports fan, and |
regularly play tennis, badminton
and golf. | love listening to all
types of music, am learning piano
and love reading to educate
myself on history, particularly

the history of nations. : .
w Ami Oprenova-Stavrou, James Vaughton,

W Drita Sokoli and Alban Krasniqi




Warm Homes and
Warm Hearts

By Ken Millwood, TEN Partners Manager

A huge thank you to all of you who give generously to our
WinterHelp campaign.

Last year, TEN fully funded eight projects and part-funded thirteen. With your
support, at least 434 adults and 726 children were helped by WinterHelp grants.
Thank you as well to all who purchased WinterHelp Essential Gifts. Here are
some encouraging reports from our partners.

Dragan Manev,
Resen, North Macedonia

SiniSa Stojkovi¢, Banja Luka,
Bosnia and Herzegovina

The grant was used to help fifteen
families by providing wood and
briquettes to heat their wooden
stoves. Also, we helped twelve
families with blankets, and we paid
the electricity bill for five families.

We brought briquettes to Jovce
who lives in a village nearby. He
is very poor. We shared the Good
News with him, and he received
Jesus as his Saviour and Lord.

This grant builds a great church
testimony in our town and the
villages around us. Also, it is
greatly connected with our mission
because we now have open doors
for the Good News
and people are
more open
to receive
prayer.

The grant was used to buy
firewood. In this way we helped
ten families living in difficult social
conditions. Stevo is a single parent
who lives with his parents and his
three children. He is the only one
employed and takes care of all the
members of his family. They live

in an old house that is difficult to
maintain, but he has hope for a
better life. Stevo says, “Help from
the church is a sign that someone
thinks of us in this difficult period
of our life.”

&5




Nesa Radeka,
Novi Sad, Serbia

The WinterHelp grant was
used to support vulnerable
families in our local

community by providing
firewood, warm clothing,
shoes, and assistance with

electricity bills during the coldest
months. Our team carefully
assessed needs and distributed
resources to those most affected
by poverty and high heating costs.
One elderly woman, living alone
in a poorly insulated home, had no
family support and was relying on a
single electric heater. Thanks to the
grant, we were able to provide her
with firewood and a warm winter

Thank you! The feedback we receive coat. She wept when we arrived
from partners confirms that every item ar.ld said, “You’ve saved me this
they give out, whether it be firewood, winter. | thought | would have to

blankets, warm clothes or winter choose between food and heat.”

footwear is greatly appreciated and helps

children and adults survive the harsh winter

conditions in Eastern Europe and the Balkans.
Nesa told us, ‘We are so grateful to TEN and

its supporters for enabling us to respond to
real needs in a season of hardship. The project " ;ro Support ouyr
not only warmed homes but hearts as well.’ .y i e"Help Campaign

If you are able, will you consider supporting visit www.winterhelp Ol',
us so our partners can continue to provide send g d°nati0n b -org,
practical relief to the most vulnerable in their using our Givi Y post
communities. This can be done either through IVing form on
donating to WinterHelp directly or buying the Page 16, or call our office
relevant items in our Essential Gifts catalogue. on 0117 961 5161

Here are some Essential Gifts that our partners
in Europe have requested for this winter:

» Firewood: £45

» Blanket: £12

» Woolly Hat, Scarf and Gloves: £15

» Winter Coat: £25

» Socks, Shoes or Wellington Boots: £17



and Healing

By Dragan Manev, Pastor of Resen Evangelical Church, North Macedonia

Because of many wars and the disintegration of Yugoslavia, many
believers from the Balkan nations have felt the need for spiritual
healing and reconciliation with their neighbours.

Balkan Call is a prayer and
reconciliation movement which follows
the command of the Lord Jesus:
“Love one another as | loved you” and
“forgive one another as | forgave you”.
Its purpose is to cross the borders to
break strongholds of unforgiveness
by repenting, asking for forgiveness,
extending forgiveness, and blessing
our people and neighbours. Many
Balkan churches support its work.
This was the ninth year of the Balkan
Call conference, which took place in
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Believers from Turkey, Bulgaria,
Romania, Greece, North Macedonia,
Kosovo, Serbia, Montenegro, Croatia,
Slovenia and Bosnia and Herzegovina
came together to pray and worship
together. The focus this year was
on Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Believers from many neighbouring
countries asked for forgiveness for

all that their nations did to Bosnia

and Herzegovina and then prayed a
blessing over the believers from there.

In this way, the Church of God took
the first step in faith to break the chains
of unforgiveness and hatred between
the Balkan nations. Believers from
Turkey asked forgiveness for previous
generations for bringing Islam to
Bosnia and Herzegovina. One brother
from Bosnia and Herzegovina shared
his family’s story of experiencing
sexual violence and murder at the
hands of invaders, and the revenge
that followed. This brother bought his
family’s story into the “light of God”
and many believers prayed for him.

It was a great blessing to be among
six hundred believers from all the
Balkan countries and to be a witness
of God'’s work of reconciliation and
healing over the Balkan nations.
Leading up to the conference, there
was prayer and fasting for twenty-
one days. Balkan Call continues its
work throughout each year with
believers gathering regularly
online to pray for reconciliation.

Biliana and Dragan Manevi at the Balkan Call
Conference in Sarajevo (top); Prayers of reconciliation



Living Free in Croatia

By Ico Matuli¢, Pastor of Korcula Evangelical Protestant Church & Director of Teen

Challenge Croatia

We live in societies where the number of people with addictions is
increasing. At Teen Challenge Croatia, we have seen an increasing
need to serve through non-residential programmes rather than

residential rehabilitation centres.

Because many people cannot go

to rehabilitation centres, they

can receive renewal through day
programmes, which we offer through
our Coffee House ministry.

The Coffee House is a place where
people with addictions can get coffee,
tea and refreshment. It is also a
place where they can get advice and
encouragement for the next step in
their recovery journey. Our team in
Split strives to support them this way.

We also run a programme for
parents of addicted people. The
parents come to us because they
are also in need of help. They
need freedom from codependent
relationships. We have started a
group especially for them, known as
our Concerned Persons Group.

Our non-residential programme is
called Living Free, and it is made up
of insight groups. These are small
groups of people who want either
to get free or stay free from life-
controlling problems, or who desire
to learn more about the potential
we all have for developing them.

A life-controlling problem is defined
as anything that controls a person’s
life. Many terms have been used

Ico and Hrvoje outside the Coffee House in Split, Croatia, Ico and a graduate after
completing the Living Free programme; Fellowship and support at the Coffee House
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to describe them: a dependency,
compulsive behaviour or an addiction.
The easiest problems to identify are
harmful habits like drug or alcohol
abuse, eating disorders, sexual
addictions, gambling and smoking. But
life-controlling problems also include
harmful feelings—like anger and fear.
It is encouraging to see how the
participants of the group progress
week after week, by opening their
hearts and finding solutions to their
problems. Praise God for what He is
doing through these ministries and
please pray for our team—Gordana,
Hrvoje, Nediljko, Mijo and
my wife, Jagoda. i

F . T



Sport With a
Different Perspective

If you have been following and praying for our partners’ ministries, you
may have been struck by Ruslan and Larisa Telpiz’s requests to pray
for the church’s taekwondo and football ministries. Here, Ruslan shares
more about the work and why it matters.

By Ruslan Telpiz, Pastor of Gotesti Baptist Church, Moldova

For as long as | can remember, I've
loved sports, and my favourite has
always been boxing. All my life |
dreamed of becoming a boxer, but
in our village, that was not possible
because we didn’t have any coaches.
Only kids from the city had that
opportunity, not those from rural areas.
| have many Christian friends
who practice taekwondo and have
become national, European, or even
world champions. Most of them
originally got into sports for different
reasons—some simply for the love
of sport, others to prove themselves
or get revenge, and some because
they were physically weak and
wanted to toughen up to face life.

Andrei leads a taekwondo class

“Why do | need the Bible?
| just came to do sports!”

But when they started taekwondo,
they discovered that Bible study
was mandatory, and they were
even tested on biblical themes. At
first, none of them liked this. “Why
do | need the Bible? | just came
to do sports!” they would say.
However, they didn’t leave practice
because the coaches were different.
They didn’t curse, were kind and
understanding, prayed before each
session, taught the students good
characteristics, mentored them,
and gave them life skills—things
they didn’t receive anywhere else.




The discipline was strict. Through
this process, many came to know
the Lord personally. Today, some of
them are coaches themselves, and
others are pastors or youth leaders.
The same is true for our football
programme. With Bible studies,
prayer, mentoring, and biblical
counselling, these kids begin to see
life from a different perspective.
And their parents are happy,
knowing where their children are
and what they are learning—not to
become street bullies, but to become
moral, disciplined boys and girls.
Both the taekwondo and football
training sessions have two parts:
the spiritual and the athletic. Each
session includes thirty minutes of
Bible study. Every child receives a
study book to complete, which
includes memory verses and
questions. Their homework
is to tell their parents what
they’ve learned. If the
taekwondo students don't
do their homework, they
don't pass the exam and
can't receive their next belt.
It's the same in football. If they
don’t do their homework, they
can’t compete in championships.

Winner on the podium, Looking forward to learning;
A football study session; The football team

We also work with the parents if their
behaviour isn’t as it should be and
that seems to be working very well.
This academic year, we will study
a course titled How to Honour Your
Parents, which is a major issue
in today’s society. This will bring
blessing both to the children and to
their parents. Currently, we have
two taekwondo coaches, Andrei and
Ana, and one football coach, Dinu.
Our greatest need right now is for
a high-quality stadium. The village
stadium is already in poor condition,
as the entire community uses it and no
one takes proper care of it. When we
have championships, we are forced to
travel to other villages that have slightly
better fields. We also need a larger
bus. Andrei has eighteen taekwondo
students, and Dinu has nearly thirty
football players. Our current bus
only has eight seats, and we need to
transport our students, especially to
championships. Please pray
with us that God will
provide for all
our needs.




As freezing winter z 3
temperatures grip X
Eastern Europe and the -
Balkans, people facing =4
N

poverty or homelessness:
need practical help to
stay safe and warm.

Can you help?

Donations to TEN’s WinterHelp
appeal equip our partners to
provide fuel, winter clothing
and essential supplies to help
vulnerable people within their
communities survive the harsh
winter months, bringing hope
and showing God’s love. 4

Visit www.winterhelp.org
to learn more and give the gift
of hope this winter.

You can also support WinterHelp by
purchasing a WinterHelp Essential Gift
to help provide practical items for those
living in need.




